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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent 
basis for the claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1 .75(d)(1 ) and MPEP § 608.01 (o). 
Correction of the following is required: 

Claim 1 , "applying a second reference voltage having a value different from the first 
reference voltage to the first input of the first monitor cell" is not described in the 
specification. 

Claim 3, "applying sequentially the first reference voltage and the second reference 
voltage to a first input of a second of the at least one monitor cells" is not described in 
the specification. 

Claim 3, "applying a second test voltage from a second selected portion of the chip to a 
second input of the second monitor cell" is not described in the specification. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 2,14,1 8, and 20 are objected to because of the following 
informalities: 

- claim 2, "e)" (line 3) should be - f) --. 
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- claim 14, "a first and second latch" (line 10) should be - a first latch and a second 
latch -. 

- claim 18, The "integrated circuit" (line 1) cannot comprise itself (line 3). 

- claim 20, "the latches" (line 3) lack antecedent basis. 
Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

Claims 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Yoshikawa 
(US 4,713,819). 

Regarding claim 1 8, Yoshikawa discloses an integrated circuit adapted for voltage level 
detection (Fig. 2), the integrated circuit comprising: 

- an integrated circuit (6) having a plurality of voltage supply conductors 
(conductors from 631 , 632) configured for providing a power supply voltage (output of 
62) to the integrated circuit (Fig. 2); 
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- a monitor cell (comprises 63a, 63b) integrated in the integrated circuit for testing 
over and under voltage conditions (column 4, lines 6-14), the monitor circuit comprising 
two digital voltage comparators (63a, 63b) each of the comparators coupled 
respectively to a latch (65) for receiving the output of the voltage comparator (Fig. 2), 
wherein an input of each of the comparators is coupled to one of the plurality of voltage 
supply conductors (Fig. 2). 



Regarding claim 19, Yoshikawa discloses that the monitor cell is further configured to 
receive at an input of each comparator a reference voltage (631 , 632) provided by one 
of the plurality of voltage supply conductors for comparison with the supply voltage (Fig. 
2). 

Regarding claim 20, Yoshikawa discloses that the monitor cell is configured to receive a 
reference voltage (631 , 632) from automated test equipment (comprises 3-5, Fig. 1 ) and 
to transmit outputs (61) of the latch to the automated test equipment (Fig. 2). 

Allowable Subject Matter 



4. Claim 2 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the objection set forth 
in this Office action and to include all of the limitations of the base claim and any 
intervening claims. 
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5. Claim 14-17 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
objection set forth in this Office action. 

6. Claims 1 and 3-13 are allowed. 

Reasons For Allowance 

7. The method as claimed wherein applying a second reference voltage 
having a value different from the first reference voltage to the first input of the first 
monitor cell (claim 1 ) or storing the first and second determinations in a first latch and a 
second latch attached respectively to the first and second comparators (claim 14) is not 
disclosed, suggested, or made obvious by the prior art of record. 

Contact Information 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Michael P Nghiem whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2277. The examiner can normally be reached on M-H. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Barlow can be reached on (571 ) 272-2269. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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